
 
30 August 2016 

 
The Ethiopian Community in Finland presents its compliments to the 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Government 
of Finland and has the honor to take this opportunity on behalf of 
Ethiopians, as citizens and residents of this nation, to bring their serious 
concerns to His Excellency’s attention and solicit the Government’s 
assistance regarding the critical and dangerously escalating situation at this 
very moment in Ethiopia.  
 
Under the iron grips of the Tigray People’s Liberation Front’s (TPLF) ethnic 
minority regime now in its 25th year in power, Ethiopians have been 
enveloped in an all-round fear of and persecution, imprisonments, state-
sanctioned killings, routine practices of torture and disappearances. During 
this time, the human rights situation has terribly deteriorated throughout 
the country. In particular in Oromia, one of the nine regions of Ethiopia, the 
situation since November 2015, and subsequent to that in Amhara region, 
taking turns to the worst. 
 
As His Excellency may be aware, the international media – including 
Finland’s – have covered this worrying situation to varying degrees and for 
the greater part of the year. Human Rights Watch in June 2016 reported 
that in Oromia alone the TPLF has killed over 400 citizens, injured 
thousands more and tens of thousands languishing in prison. Oromia is 
Ethiopia’s largest region in terms of population and area, contributing to 
over 60 percent of the country’s gross domestic product (GDP).   
 
Unfortunately, the TPLF killings have also sucked in now the Amhara 
region, in much similar manner. The intensified military presence in the 
region, as in Oromia, has been choking civilian life; the security forces have 
been killing citizens at will. Amharas are the second largest ethnic group in 
the country. According to the 2014 Ethiopia’s Central Statistical Agency 
data, the Oromia and Amhara regions comprise over 60 percent of the 
country’s population. 
 
The root cause of the present Ethiopian problem, fueling the tension 
between citizens and the state, is the manner the TPLF has gone about 
achieving its calculated ill objectives of political and economic domination 
over all others. Land grab by the ruling party members, under the guise of 
development, has been the instrument toward its self-enrichment. This has 
been main driver of the ongoing crisis, which for long has angered most 
Ethiopians.  
 
In Amhara region (Gondar), even the TPLF has been arrogating the power to 
determine ethnic identities of individual citizens. This horrendous policy is 
designed with a view to keeping the land seized from adjoining Gondar and 
annexed into Tigray. This has required the TPLF to impose Tigrean ethnic 
identity on the people, despite vehement opposition.  
 
With the memories of the 1994 genocide in Rwanda, or probably an even 
worse situation in Ethiopia on our minds, our intention in soliciting the 
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assistance of the Finnish People, Finnish Parliament and the Government of 
Finland as a member of the European Union (EU) to help prevent, along 
with other democratic nations, the looming nightmarish disaster from being 
realized in our country.  
 
The political, economic and security origin of TPLF repression 
 
We would like to confirm to His Excellency that many of the things 
Ethiopians have long feared are already coming to pass under this most 
brutal and repressive regime in power. For instance, the massacres in 
Oromia since November 2015 and the subsequent mass executions on the 
weekend of August 6th - 7th 2016 of peacefully protesting citizens in Oromia 
and Amhara have proved this beyond any shadow of doubt. While killings of 
and torturing prisoners continue, we are grateful that the international 
media also has persisted in its ceaseless reporting ever since those fateful 
days of November 2015 and that weekend of August 2016.  
 
People were out in the streets in these two regions to demand their 
legitimate human and civil rights, in keeping with Article 30 of the 
Constitution on the right to assembly, demonstrations and petition. Yet, 
against all societal norms, national and international law, the TPLF security 
forces mowed down unarmed citizens, the estimates of which local and 
international sources have put at several scores.  
 
The United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights Zeid Ra’ad Al 
Hussein forcefully reacted to this in an interview with Reuters in Geneva on 
August 1o, 2016, subsequently his view on the matter published on the 
OHCHR web page. He sternly warned the TPLF regime, “The use of live 
ammunition against protesters in Oromiya and Amhara, the towns there of 
course would be a very serious concern for us.” 
 
We are equally heartened by his demand for international investigation into 
these killings. Unfortunately, the TPLF has refused access to international 
observers into the country. Instead, it is claiming it could do the 
investigation on its own, as if its quarter century of electoral thievery has not 
been enough.  
 
With His Excellency’s permission, we would also like to inject here a remark 
by the United States regarding this situation. In an August 21, 2016 article, 
US Assistant Secretary of State for Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor 
Tom Malinowski, who preceded Secretary of State John Kerry’s visit to 
Kenya last week, criticized the regime's violent responses against those 
protests, which he labeled as “critical challenge” and "self-defeating.” It is in 
that context he advised the TPLF the "next great national task is to master 
the challenge of political openness."  
 
Lately, functions of the TPLF security forces stationed in Addis Abeba and 
the regions have been to round up and collect young boys and girls and beat 
them up and imprison them in schools and university campuses, which are 
been turned into concentration camps.  
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Like all similar situations, longstanding mis-governance of Ethiopia is finally 
catching up with the TPLF. Ethiopians are finally forced to rise in anger and 
in unison. This now has forced Ethiopia onto the path of conflict, pitting civil 
society against a heavily armed state. While most of the victims presently are 
Oromos and Amharas, across the nation many Ethiopians have also 
perished, the TPLF’s appetite for their resources and loyalty, the hostility 
having taken ethnic dimensions.  
 
The Ethiopian Community in Finland may remind His Excellency that what 
the TPLF has done is consistent with the historical script of ethnic minority 
ruling parties in undemocratic environment always aiming to thrive by 
resorting to divide and rule politics.  In Ethiopia too, the TPLF has 
consistently resorted to fostering ethnic tensions and conflicts. Repeated 
instances of its massacres resulting from this have been recorded in 
Gambela, Oromia, the Southern Region (SNNPR), Amhara, etc., in which 
countless people have perished.  
 
The TPLF does this in order to weaken all others, while exclusively 
consolidating Front’s unchallenged political, economic and security powers 
with a view to perpetuating itself in position of national authority.  
 
These have enabled it total control of society, illegal enrichments facilitating 
the ruling party’s emergence as the sole economic power in the country 
through the Endowment Fund for the Rehabilitation of Tigray (EFFORT). 
On the other hand, latest trends in inequality against the backdrop of abject 
poverty in the country, UN FAO (2015) reports, Ethiopians are the largest 
collection of hungry population in Africa, over a third consistently living in 
conditions of undernourishment.  
 
For many, especially foreign governments, this is a puzzling story of a 
country that has been enjoying praises for its over decade-long double-digit 
economic growths foreign investors have chorused on. This, the regime has 
systematically used as semblance of legitimacy, although Ethiopians have 
hardly bound themselves by any social contract with it.  
 
For starter, the benefits from the economic growths have been 
systematically channeled to the members of the ruling party. The civilian 
and military senior officials of the TPLF own most of the high-rise buildings, 
the gated villas in exclusive neighborhoods in the capital city and other 
major towns in the country, rural farms and profitable business companies 
too; the crumbs are left to their allies from other ethnic groups and 
seemingly public goods and related projects that benefit their economic and 
security interests. 
 
These unjust situations have deepened Ethiopia’s fragility in human and 
societal terms. Our considered view is that this unwelcome situation could 
also have grave consequences beyond Ethiopia and the Horn. 
 
What can Finland do? 
 

1.  Ethiopians in Finland would be grateful for the Government of 
Finland if it could make public its support for international 
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investigations into the massacres that have taken place in the 
country in particular since November 2015 in Oromia. Along 
with the United Nations human rights commissioner, we 
strongly suspect crimes against humanity have been repeatedly 
committed with impunity in Amhara too this month, as else 
where before.  

 
2.  Ethiopians in Finland would be grateful for Government of 

Finland if the Government of Finland could take it upon itself 
to support the demand by the United Nations for the prompt 
release of the several tens of thousands of Ethiopians who have 
been imprisoned for peacefully participating in protest rallies 
and demanding respect for the human and civil rights of 
Ethiopians. Indefinite incarceration of citizens without charge 
and refused to talk to a court of law is a criminal act on the part 
of the state the TPLF represents.  

 
Finally, we would like to share with His Excellency that one of the anomalies 
of the past quarter century in Ethiopia has been how a multi-ethnic state 
with over 100 million people has suffered from disguised and compressed 
repression in the hands of a minority regime – The TPLF.  
 
Ethiopia has been expected to be a stable nation, with good prospects of 
enjoying sustained double-digit economic growths. From what we see now, 
bad ethnic policies, the ruling party’s corruption and greed have started 
undoing the country.  
 
It is this grave situation that requires immediate remedial measures under 
international pressure, if Ethiopia is to be spared of from what is behind the 
precipice.   
 
The Ethiopian Community in Finland is grateful for His Excellency’s 
attention and would like to assure him of the assurances of its highest 
consideration.   
 
H. E. Timo Soini 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs  
Government of Finland 
P.O. Box 412 
Helsinki, Finland 
 

 

 


